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THE CUMBRIA DISTRICT OF THE METHODIST CHURCH 
  

District Newsletter – December 2020 
 

District Chair’s Pastoral Letter 

 

Dear Friends, 

The light shines in the darkness 

As we come to the end of the year, anticipating a different Christmas and looking both back and forwards, I wonder 

how you are?  These months have been increasingly for me a blur: too often confined to desk and computer, 

without the fulfilment of meeting people in their homes and chapels in conversation, care or worship, it has become 

increasingly difficult to measure days or developments.  Even the ability to weigh or assess what it all means for 

society or the Church, has become harder in the stupor of present living, where time both rushes and slows in a 

continuing busyness that has become, well, more blurred. 

We have all been disoriented by these last months, probably more than we realise.  For some the experience will 

been even more difficult, through illness, through the agonising loss of a loved one, or through disruption to 

livelihood, provoking acute anxieties about survival in all sorts of ways.  I am wary about being trite or simplistic but 

want you to know that so many of us, whether known or unknown, will be thinking of you, feeling for you, and 

holding you before the God who does not abandon us but who in Jesus Christ entered into darkness.  My prayer is 

that, even in the deepest darkness, shafts of light and moments of peace will reach you, bringing hope, goodness, 

trust and perseverance. 

During the year, when I heard of children expressing excitement simply at receiving fresh fruit in a food bank parcel, 

I felt both: “How has it come to this?”, and gratitude for those individuals and shops who had given and brought 

food to the table and hope for the heart.  When I heard of nurses bringing an iPad to allow a last communication 

between loved ones in the fear and loneliness of death, I wanted to weep.  When I witnessed neighbours and 

volunteers, officials and agencies, teachers and churches pulling together, I thought, at least for a moment, 

selfishness has died, and care and harmony are possible and could always be like this. 

There is always hope, because God brings hope; so why does it take a pandemic to wake us from our deeper stupor 

to realise how desperate and selfish things so often are, and how misdirected we can be in our priorities as 

individuals, as a society or as churches?  What changes of goodness and grace can work in us to recapture the 

essentials for our churches and society, so as no longer to be ‘right’ or ‘successful’, but instead loving and faithful 

in our hearts and actions, enabling light to be reflected in and through us to help diminish the darkness? 

This Advent and Christmas may you be reminded in your prayers and experience, and in the care that you give and 

receive, of the God whose light brings life and love for yourselves and others, to banish the darkness, and to bring 

relief, safety, and blessing for all.  

With my prayers for you,      

  

 

The Revd Dr James Tebbutt 
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District Young People’s Work Coordinator Vacancy 

Are you passionate about young people’s ministry? 
Do you have a heart for developing leaders of young people? 

 

This role will be carried out over 12 hours per week to support and resource both paid and voluntary leaders 
across the District who work with young people. Please see attached to the covering email for this Newsletter the 
advert which gives more information. The closing date is 8th January 2021, and an application pack can be 
requested from the District Administrator.  The post is funded by Connexional and District grants. 

_____________________ 

In this county we are all intentionally Ecumenical as well as Methodist, but the above post is meant to help pull 
together our Methodist work and young people, including for those who in their locations are relatively isolated 
or few in number, to offer greater support and connectedness.  This is for the young people themselves, but also 
their leaders and helpers, to affirm them for all that they do, and to help resource them in their own faith and 
discipleship as well as in their leading and support of young people. 

This wanting to bring together the young people and their leaders in the county is further supported by the 
Connexional initiative that Fiona Crouch, our District 3Generate ambassador, writes about below.  Again, this is 
not meant to take away from our ecumenical working, initiatives, groups and contacts where they exist, but 
rather to add to the possibilities and resources available, not least by connecting Methodist young people, and 
young Christians in general where they wish to respond, into some of the possibilities and friendships that are 
available more widely in the District and national Methodist networks and resources. 

_____________________ 

3Generate 365 – A letter from our District Ambassador 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus 

I am writing to introduce myself to you as the Cumbria District Ambassador for 3Generate 365 (3Gen) and to ask 
you to begin to consider who in your circuit the following may be of interest to. 

Think back to your own youth and possibly the MAYC weekends in London. I’m sure it was with a heavy heart you 
saw the cessation of them and you, like me, will look back with fondness at the Christian Youth Gatherings of 
years past. Are you aware that in the Methodist Church we still have national gatherings for our children and 
young people? Certainly, it looks a little different and the name has changed but it still exists under the name 
3Generate. We need to get the word out there and let our younger members know how to become involved in 
these national events, let them meet other young people up and down the country and see that they are part of 
God’s worldwide church.  

In previous years, and God willing in years to come, 3Gen has met physically. The weekends have been fantastic 
for those who have attended, and ongoing friendships have been formed spreading the length and breadth of the 
country. As the people of God we can appreciate the benefits of meeting together for praise and worship, prayer, 
teaching, support, exploration and yes, fun; these are our tools for growth in our Christian faith. This also applies 
to our Young People, sadly it is easy to feel alone and lacking in similarly aged believers. 3Gen is for children and 
young people between the ages of 8 (school year 4) and 23 and this year it is easier than ever for individuals to 
become involved, if they are under 18 they simply need an adult to register them (to enable voting for the next 
Youth President); this can be a youth leader or minister in church or a family member. The meetings will be online 
and even if they haven’t registered, they can still attend but we need to get the message out there. 

Who do you have in your circuit between the ages of 8 and 23?  

• Regular attendees 

• Youth Group 

• ‘Sunday School’ 

• Youth Club 

• They may simply attend occasionally on special occasions 

I may have missed some, add them to your list!  
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The most obvious way of getting the message out is word of mouth but social media also plays its part so if you 
are on Facebook like and follow the page and encourage your friends to do the same, that way the word spreads 
in a similar way to the ripples from a stone thrown into the water. 

Please find some helpful links to spread the news of the Methodist Youth Forum, 3Generate365 and particularly 
here in Cumbria. 

Voting / registering interest, this has been extended until 5/12/20: 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/children-youth-family-ministry/3generate/elections-voting/ 

and here is a link to the main 3Generate webpage:  

https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/children-youth-family-ministry/3generate/ 

Youtube – 3GenTV: https://www.youtube.com/user/3GenerateTV 

3Generate Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/3Generate-492564568150749 

And finally our very own, Cumbria Fb page – please like and follow: 
https://www.facebook.com/3Generate365Cumbria 

*** 

Do you long to see the children and young people of this land turn to God? 

“The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers 
into his harvest field.” (Matthew 9:37-38, NIV) 

Here is your opportunity to spread the word of God’s love. 

It would be good if you can get these links out and about in your circuits and chapels – spread it far and wide that 
we may help bring in the harvest of Children and Young People looking for God. 

It will be great if you would pass my details on to your youth workers, parents and 18+ YP in order that I can get 
information directly out to them. 

I look forward to hearing from you soon, please do get in touch if you have any queries. 

Many Blessings 

Fiona 

 

Fiona Crouch 
Cumbria District Ambassador 
3Generate365  
fi.crouch@outlook.com 
07914 578945 

 

 Methodist Council – Cumbria Podcast 

Peter Gregson who represents Cumbria on the Methodist Council has produced a first 
podcast to give information about his role and some of the council discussions (lasts about 

13 minutes). He would appreciate any feedback as to whether people find this way of 
communicating and the content he is providing, informative and helpful. To listen to the 
podcast use this link: https://anchor.fm/peter-gregson  

More information about the council, including paperwork from meetings can be found here: 
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-conference/methodist-council/ 

 

 

 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/children-youth-family-ministry/3generate/elections-voting/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/children-youth-family-ministry/3generate/
https://www.youtube.com/user/3GenerateTV
https://www.facebook.com/3Generate-492564568150749
https://www.facebook.com/3Generate365Cumbria
mailto:fi.crouch@outlook.com
https://anchor.fm/peter-gregson
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-conference/methodist-council/
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A Methodist Way of Life – Webinar 10th December 10.30am – 12 pm 

An invitation from Edel McLean and Alison Ransom from the Learning Network: 

You might have heard of A Methodist Way of Life? If so, and you aren’t quite sure what it is how it could be part 
of your churches’ mission and ministry, then this event is for you! 

 This introductory webinar provides some background to Methodist Way of Life and explores some of the ways in 
which it might be used in your context. We will listen together to an introduction from Roger Walton, with some 
suggestions for the use in Methodist Way of Life in local contexts. We’ll also have time for some discussion about 
how Methodist Way of Life might be useful for you and those you work with. 

 To book and to receive a Zoom link for the meeting email Rob at : NWMannNetwork@gmail.com 

 

New series of events arranged by the Learning network 

Theological Reflection In Practice – a new series ‘Theologically reflecting on leadership’ starts on 12th January  

Thinking Theology – a new series ‘Sources of theological reflection’ starts on 19th January 

The Book Club – a new book ‘Life Together by Dietrich Bonhoeffer’ starts on 20th January. 

For further information see the Learning Network Newsletter for December or sign up to receive the Newsletter: 
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/learning-and-development/learning-network-regions/the-north-west-
and-mann-region/ 

 

Reset the Debt – Church Leaders’ Letter to the Chancellor on household debt 

A Message from Rachel Lampard – Joint Public Issues Team – inviting people to sign the letter  

You will be aware of the campaign #ResetTheDebt which is being supported by the Methodist 
Church. 

As the next stage in the campaign, JPIT is organizing a letter to the Chancellor, raising the awareness of the 
household debt crisis brought on by Covid-19, and calling for urgent action to be taken. 

Barely a week goes by without news coverage of people ending up in poverty or indebtedness because of the 
pandemic.  New information from the debt charity Stepchange shows that the number of people in severe 
problem debt has almost doubled since the pandemic began. This increase in debt is disproportionately affecting 
lower income households, pushing those already on the brink of poverty closer to the edge. This Christmas, action 
is needed to give families weighed down by debt a more hopeful future.   

Therefore, we are coordinating a letter to the Chancellor, which will ask the UK Government to recognise the 
crisis of rising household debt and take urgent and comprehensive steps to respond to it.  

We hope that it will be signed by hundreds of national, regional and local church leaders.  We plan to release it to 
the media and send it to the Chancellor in the second week of December.  

We would appreciate your help with this urgent and important campaign. You can read the letter and add your 
name here: https://churchpoverty.e-activist.com/page/71725/petition/1.  

  

#GodIsWithUs  

The Methodist Church Christmas campaign #GodIsWithUs launched on 1st December and seeks to 
share the Christmas message of Emmanuel – the good news that God is with us. Each testimony is 
from somebody connected to the Methodist Church and our family members (including MHA and All 
We Can) and reflects on what hope has looked like for them this year and how they have experienced 
God with them. You can watch the launch video here and each day throughout Advent a new 
testimony will be shared from one of the 24 contributors here. You can also follow the hashtag 
#GodIsWithUs on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.  

mailto:NWMannNetwork@gmail.com
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/learning-and-development/learning-network-regions/the-north-west-and-mann-region/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/learning-and-development/learning-network-regions/the-north-west-and-mann-region/
https://resetthedebt.uk/
https://churchpoverty.e-activist.com/page/71725/petition/1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DNrbOmd2OAo
http://www.findingourhope.co.uk/
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Rural Affairs Information 

The Revd Les Hann is the District Rural Affairs Officer and regularly receives information from various 
organisations, which he passes on to chaplains and ministers. Two items received recently are: 

1. A weekly reflection from the Arthur Rank Centre entitled “Together Apart: A rural church response to 
coronavirus”. This can be viewed using the following link: https://arthurrankcentre.org.uk/together-
apart/together-apart-weekly-reflections/ 
To receive regular information from the Arthur Rank Centre yourself you can sign up for their Newsletter 
here: https://arthurrankcentre.org.uk/newsletter-sign-up/ 

2. Seeds of Prayer Bulletin. This is produced by Hope for the Countryside – Mobilising prayer for rural 
Britain. To view this and see more information please visit their website using this link: 
https://villagehope.uk/hftc/seeds-of-prayer/ 

 
 

CUMBRIA METHODIST DISTRICT DIARY 

 
JANUARY 2021 
20-21st Superintendents’ Residential Meeting – Thornleigh, Grange or Zoom 
23 10:00 District Treasurers’ meeting – Stricklandgate, Kendal or Zoom 
26 10:00 District Policy Group – VTBC or Zoom 
27 10:00 Candidates Committee – Stricklandgate, Kendal or Zoom 
 

FEBRUARY 2021 
1 10:00 Regional Learning Network Forum – Zoom 
6  10:30 District Ministerial Development Review meeting – Stainton 
11 19:30 District Safeguarding Meeting 
26-28 Rev R Teal – Presidential Visit 

▪ Friday evening – Ecumenical Leaders gathering  
▪ Saturday morning and afternoon – Rural Church workshop – Wigton Road, Carlisle 
▪ Sunday morning – preaching Solway Circuit 
▪ Sunday afternoon and evening – Tea and service – Stricklandgate, Kendal 

 

MARCH 2021 
13 10:00 District Circuit Stewards’ Meeting – Keswick or Zoom 
17 09:30 Presbyteral Synod – Wigton Circuit 
17 14:00 Superintendents’ meeting – Wigton Circuit 
23 10:00 District Policy Group – Stainton 
 

APRIL 2021 
13 10:00 Lay Employee Day – possibly Kendal 
24 9:30 Representative Synod – Western Fells Circuit 
28 19:30 District LP meeting with Bob Bartindale - Zoom 
 

MAY 2021 
4-7  Diaconal Convocation 
8 10:00 District Stationing Briefing – Stainton 
 

JUNE 2021 
7 10:00 Regional Learning Network Forum – Preston 
24-1 July Conference - Birmingham 
 

JULY 2021 
8 10:00 District Policy Group 

https://arthurrankcentre.org.uk/together-apart/together-apart-weekly-reflections/
https://arthurrankcentre.org.uk/together-apart/together-apart-weekly-reflections/
https://arthurrankcentre.org.uk/newsletter-sign-up/
https://villagehope.uk/hftc/seeds-of-prayer/
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SEPTEMBER 2021 
11 9:30 Representative Synod – South Lakes Circuit 
 
OCTOBER 2021 
9 10:00am District Local Preachers’ Meeting – Carver Uniting Church, Windermere? 
 
 

 
 

 
This has been sent to Ecumenical Representatives, District Officers, Ministers, Supernumerary Ministers, Lay workers, Circuit 

Stewards, Circuit Administrators, and others who have subscribed to this Newsletter.  Please feel free to circulate this among 

your churches and to others who may find any of these items of interest. If anyone would like to be added to the circulation 

list, please contact the District Administrator, Carolyn Dickinson. 

  

The next issue of the Newsletter will be January and any information for this to be sent to District Administrator, 

Carolyn Dickinson by Wednesday 6th January. 

 

Chair of District:  

The Revd Dr James N Tebbutt 

Telephone:  01768 866342 

Email: cumbriamethodistchair@outook.com 

District Administrator/Chair’s PA:  

Carolyn Dickinson 

Telephone:  07727 415400 

Email: cumbriamethodistdistict@outook.com 

 


